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and energy in the hands of that body, reduced to be no
more than an useless and ridiculous ceremony, a mere
shadow of what is actually prescribed by the Wini.

The punishments inflicted for the repeated transgres-
sions of one or several points of the rule are, generally
speaking, of a light nature, and seldom or never corporeal,
as flagellations, &c. The superior sometimes orders a
delinquent to walk through the courtyard during the
heat of the day for a certain time, to carry to a distance a
certain number of baskets-ful of sand, or a jug of water.
Meekness, being a virtue most becoming a recluse, forbids
the resort to penances of a more severe nature.

Humility, poverty, self-denial, and chastity are to him
who has received the order of Patzin cardinal and most
essential virtues, which he ought to practise on all occa-
sions. He must, in all his exterior deportment, give
unequivocal marks of his being always influenced by the
spirit they Inspire. The framer of the rules and regula-
tions of the order seems to have had no other object in
view than that of leading his brethren by vaiious ways
and means to the practice of these virtues, and inculcat-
ing on their minds the necessity of attending to the
observances prescribed for this purpose. It is from this
point we must view the statutes of the fraternity in order
to understand them well and rightly, and appreciate them
according to their worth and merit. We would indeed
form a very erroneous opinion of institutions of past ages
if we were to examine them, to praise or blame them,
without a due regard being paid to the spirit that guided
the legislator, and to the object lie aimed at when he laid
them down. Our own ideas, customs, manners, and edu-
cation will often dispose us to disapprove at first of insti-
tutions made in former ages, amongst nations differing
from us In all respects, under the pretext that they are
not such as we would have them to be now, making
unawares our own prejudices the standard whereby to
measure the merit or demerit of all that has been estab-